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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Specifically it would be unclear to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to understand what the Applicant meant by "a piece of 
equipment in need of a maintenance work by a maintainer, the piece of 
equipment storing an ID value to uniquely identify the piece of equipment, and 
having a broadcasting means to broadcast the ID value to a periphery of the 
piece of equipment." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claim 1 , is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mohammed et al (hereinafter "Mohammed") U.S. Patent Application No. 
2003/0028488 A1 in view of Bean U.S. Patent No. 6,460,023 B1 . 
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5. As per claim 1 , Mohammed discloses a digital content management 
system comprising: 

a digital content server device to store a digital content encrypted (see fig. 
1 , which discloses content server 22); 

a license server device to generate and transmit license data containing a 
use condition of the digital content and a decryption key to decrypt the digital 
content (see fig. 1 , which discloses license server 24); and 

a client device that is connected to the digital content server device and 

the license server device via a network, to receive the digital content from 
the digital content server device, to receive the license data from the license 
server device, and based on a condition for use defined by the use condition in 
the license data, to decide whether or not to decrypt the digital content with the 
decryption key contained in the license data (see fig. 1 , which discloses user 
computing device 14), 

wherein the license server device generates the license data containing 
an available location of the digital content as the use condition (0156, which 
discloses that the record may contain a pointer, link or reference to the location 
having such information), and 

the client device includes a current location identifying means to obtain a 
current location (0156), and 

a license data processing means to compare the current location obtained 
by the current location identifying means with the available location contained in 
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the use condition in the license data, and to decide whether or not to perform a 
decryption of the digital content. 

6. What Mohammed does not explicitly teach is: 

a license data processing means to compare the current location obtained 
by the current location identifying means with the available location contained in 
the use condition in the license data, and to decide whether or not to perform a 
decryption of the digital content. 

7. Bean discloses 

a license data processing means to compare the current location obtained 
by the current location identifying means with the available location contained in 
the use condition in the license data, and to decide whether or not to perform a 
decryption of the digital content (col. 3, lines 10-15, which discloses the means 
for comparing the locations contained in the master key to the locations of the 
piece of software to determine if the piece of software is accessible by the user 
computer; see claim 1) 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
time of applicant's invention to modify the method of Mohammed and incorporate 
a license data processing means to compare the current location obtained by the 
current location identifying means with the available location contained in the use 
condition in the license data, and to decide whether or not to perform a 
decryption of the digital content in view of the teachings of Bean in order to 
ensure security. 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,975 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3685 

8. Claims 2-4 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mohammed et al (hereinafter "Mohammed") U.S. Patent Application No. 
2003/0028488 A1 in view of Bean U.S. Patent No. 6,460,023 B1 . 

9. As per claim 2 , Mohammed further discloses the digital content 
management system further comprising 

a piece of equipment in need of a maintenance work by a maintainer, the 
piece of equipment storing an ID value to uniquely identify the piece of 
equipment, and having a broadcasting means to broadcast the ID value to a 
periphery of the piece of equipment, 

wherein the digital content server device stores a maintenance manual of 
the piece of equipment in an encrypted state as the digital content, 

the license server device generates the license data containing the ID 
value of the piece of equipment as the use condition (0164, which discloses that 
a license 16 is generated by the license server 24), 

the location identifying means obtains the ID value broadcasted by the 
broadcasting means of the piece of equipment, and 

the license data processing means decides whether or not to perform the 
decryption of the digital content, by comparing the current location obtained by 
the location identifying means with the available location in the license data, and 
by comparing the ID value broadcasted by the broadcasting means with the ID 
value in the license data but failed to explicitly disclose: 
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a piece of equipment in need of a maintenance work by a maintainer, the 
piece of equipment storing an ID value to uniquely identify the piece of 
equipment, and having a broadcasting means to broadcast the ID value to a 
periphery of the piece of equipment, 

wherein the digital content server device stores a maintenance manual of 
the piece of equipment in an encrypted state as the digital content, 

the location identifying means obtains the ID value broadcasted by the 
broadcasting means of the piece of equipment, and 

the license data processing means decides whether or not to perform the 
decryption of the digital content, by comparing the current location obtained by 
the location identifying means with the available location in the license data, and 
by comparing the ID value broadcasted by the broadcasting means with the ID 
value in the license data 

10. Kyotoku discloses the digital content management system further 
comprising 

a piece of equipment in need of a maintenance work by a maintainer, the 
piece of equipment storing an ID value to uniquely identify the piece of 
equipment, and having a broadcasting means to broadcast the ID value to a 
periphery of the piece of equipment (0015, which discloses that a 24 
maintenance operation can be provided for the timely evaluation of equipment 
failures or the correction of operating malfunctions or the adjustment of 
apparatus parameters...) 
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wherein the digital content server device stores a maintenance manual of 
the piece of equipment in an encrypted state as the digital content (0101), 

the location identifying means obtains the ID value broadcasted by the 
broadcasting means of the piece of equipment (0093), and 

the license data processing means decides whether or not to perform the 
decryption of the digital content, by comparing the current location obtained by 
the location identifying means with the available location in the license data, and 
by comparing the ID value broadcasted by the broadcasting means with the ID 
value in the license data (0093; 0129; 0132). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
time of applicant's invention to modify the method of Mohammed and incorporate 
the features as shown above in view of the teachings of Kyotoku in order to 
ensure security. 

11. As per claim 3 , Mohammed further failed to explicitly disclose the digital 
content management system, 

wherein the license server device generates the license data additionally 
containing an available time of the digital content as the use condition, and 

the license processing means decides whether or not to perform the 
decryption of the digital content, by comparing the current location obtained by 
the location identifying means with the available location in the license data, and 
by comparing a current time with the available time in the license data. 

Kyotoku discloses the digital content management system, 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,975 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3685 

wherein the license server device generates the license data additionally 
containing an available time of the digital content as the use condition (0068- 
0069), and 

the license processing means decides whether or not to perform the 
decryption of the digital content, by comparing the current location obtained by 
the location identifying means with the available location in the license data 
(0093), and 

by comparing a current time with the available time in the license data 
(0068-0069). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
time of applicant's invention to modify the method of Mohammed and incorporate 
wherein the license server device generates the license data additionally 
containing an available time of the digital content as the use condition (0068- 
0069), and the license processing means decides whether or not to perform the 
decryption of the digital content, by comparing the current location obtained by 
the location identifying means with the available location in the license data, and 
by comparing a current time with the available time in the license data in view of 
the teachings of Kyotoku in order to ensure security. 

12. As per claim 4 , Mohammed further discloses the digital content 
management system, wherein the license server device transmits the license 
data only for a prescribed number of times or less (0005; 01 72). 
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Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is 
(571) 272-6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 
8:00 am -5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Calvin Hewitt can be reached on (571) 272 - 6709. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pai.r7 
direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Charlie C Agwumezie/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3685 
August 10, 2009 



